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and Terim, all of which places are situated in the fertile
and well-cultivated valley of the Masila, which appears
to be the main watercourse of Hadrarnaut. In some
districts plantations of the date and dum palm (Hhammis
naleca) extend for miles, and the whole region seemed
more like an eastern extension of Yemen than a section
of the inhospitable Hadramaut wilderness. Shibam
itself is a relatively large place, extending some dis-
tance along the right side of the valley, with many
gardens, much cultivated land, "numberless mosques/'
and a settled population of about 6000. A highly-
prized tobacco is grown in the Wady Eiyan valley,
which was crossed on the more easterly return journey to
Makalla. The neighbouring town of Naga lies in the
midst of the most luxuriant vegetation, and coal appears
to be plentiful in this district. When Hirsch passed
through, the local chief was opening a mine, and had
already sunk a shaft 130 feet deep. Elsewhere gold and
lead were heard of, and this expedition plainly shows
that some parts of Hadramaut possess capabilities and
natural resources far beyond what had hitherto been
suspected. IJBut the country possesses no political unity,
and is still occupied by independent hostile tribes, the
most powerful of which appear to be the Kaaitys, with
capital, Shibam; their eastern neighbours andL bitter
enemies the Kathiri, with chief towns, Saiun and Terim;
the Sari, Nehds, and others, towards the west and north-
west.

A little west of Cape Fartak on the Hadramaut coast
lies the independent Sultanate of Keshin (properly Gishin)
which was visited arid surveyed by Dr. W. Hein in
1902. Here the old Mehri (Himyaritic) language is
still current, and in it are preserved many national
songs and legends.